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										February 22, 2011


The Honorable Harry Reid


Majority Leader 


United States Senate


Washington, DC  20510


 


The Honorable Mitch McConnell 


Minority Leader


United States Senate


Washington, DC  20510


 


Dear Senators Reid and McConnell,





We understand that the Senate will take up S. 23, the Patent Reform Act of 2011 on Monday, February 28th. 





Patent reform is a complex subject and it is impractical for us to address every provision in this letter.  What we would like to address is the highest level claims.





The only issue for which there is broad consensus is that patent fee diversion should be stopped and USPTO operational problems should be addressed.  Patent pendentcy  needs to be reduced to eighteen months or less.





First and foremost, we refute David Kappos claims that there is not consensus in the inventor community that patent reform s detrimental in inventors interests.  David Kappos has been very active in promoting IBM's vision of a patent system which only benefits large entities.  He has squandered scarse USPTO resources which should have been used to reduce patent pendentcy.  





We are the oldest (over twenty years) and largest group of professional inventor-entrepreneurs.





I am writing about competitiveness, because independent and small business inventors are America's most important competitive asset.





Globalization and transnational 


