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Harter also advised Choate that IV wished to maintain a low visibility, as several of its investors,

including Bill Gates, were leaders in the CPF and supported the proposed legislation. Harter told

Choate that IV wished to "hide in the crowd."

16. Harter, on behalf of IV, arranged for Choate to meet with various companies,

inventors and philanthropists to discuss the issue. IV quickly raised the initial funds, and Choate

began his work on Plan B. As agreed by Choate and Harter, Choate's role was to devise strategy

and tactics, perform analysis, serve as an expert witness, and educate opponents of the legislation

about its nuances. Because of Choate's long-standing relationship with organized labor, Harter

and Choate agreed that a primary focus of Choate's efforts on behalf of Plan B was to work with

organized labor to educate union leadership about the legislation and its harmful impact on job

creation, and to facilitate union opposition against it.

17. Choate's work included analysis to debunk the theory that the patent system was in

crisis because of frivolous litigation. Choate wrote a major article in Manufacturing News, and a

monograph on the subject for the U.S. Business and Industrial Council. With invitations arranged

by Harter, or directly from the Members, Choate participated in Congressional briefings where he

presented his findings, being one of the few nationally-known economists knowledgeable about

patents, development and the proposed legislation. Choate was fully paid for his Plan B efforts

during the I 10th Congress.

18. By the end of2008, the CPF proposals were dead for the I 10th Congress.

Nevertheless, the advocates were vocal in their enthusiasm for their chances of passage of the

legislation in the Ill'h Congress in 2009, given the change in administrations. IV and other

opponents of the proposed legislation knew that they faced a major battle in the III th Congress.
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