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2-11-2008

The Honorable Harry Reid

Majority Leader

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell

Minority Leader

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Reid and McConnel:

We are members of the professional inventor community who are writing to join with Dr. Raymond Damadian — the National Inventor of the Year for 2007 — on a letter (Damadian-Clinton.pdf) that he wrote to Senator Hillary Clinton on January 4, 2008 asking her to “champion the cause of innovation in America and to protect America’s competitiveness by leading the opposition to the Patent Reform Act of 2007 in the Senate.” A copy of his original letter is enclosed.

As the inventor of the MRI, Dr. Damadian is highly respected in the inventor community and has been honored with numerous awards.  Dr. Damadian is a recipient of the National Medal of Technology (1988), an inductee of the National Inventors Hall of Fame (1989) and a Lemelson-MIT Lifetime Achievement Award Winner (2001).  In 2004, the Franklin Institute honored Dr. Damadian with the Bower Award in Business Leadership and in 2007 he was named National Inventor of the Year by the Intellectual Property Owners Education Foundation.

As professional inventors from across the nation, we strongly support Dr. Damadian’s call for champions of innovation in the U.S. Senate who will stand up and oppose the very controversial S. 1145. Passage of S. 1145 would severely undermine American ingenuity and with it the competitiveness of the United States in the global economy. 

We also join with the National Association of Patent Practitioners letter (NAPP-OppTo2007SenateBill.pdf ) who wrote to your offices on December 27, 2007 opposing S.1145 (copy enclosed).  This letter states that passage of S. 1145 will “embolden infringers to ignore patents instead of settling or otherwise dealing with the patents. The result can only be more lawsuits and less inventor rights, less innovation, and threats to jobs and manufacturing.”

As leaders of the U.S. Senate, we respectfully urge you to lead the opposition against S.1145. No federally funded economic stimulus package can hope to counteract the long-term damage that passage of S. 1145 will do to innovation in America and to the U.S. economy.

Sincerely,

Ronald J Riley, Founder & President,

Professional Inventors Alliance
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