The Personal Side of H.R.2795

Chicago, IL--April 21, 2006    H.R.2795 has become a very personal fight for the independent inventors.  Their future protection of their innovations are at risk of being fair game for anyone to steal.  This bill before Congress has the ability to cripple America's 215 year old patent system.  Every independent inventor has a personal story, something that makes this bill as personal to them as the technologies that they have patented.  Here is an example of one woman's personal stake in this bill.

Lisa Brothers is a nurse by trade and an inventor by choice and circumstance.  She invented a new medical technique for wound closure.  It became very obvious very quickly that she would need to patent her ideas or watch a big drug company simply take it.  Almost 7 years later, one US patent has been issued and three more are pending.  She also has an international patent (PCT) pending also.  Patents are very expensive to obtain.  A single patent with all of the attorney's fees, research costs, and U.S. Patent Office (USPTO) fees can easily reach $20,000 before completion.  Even then, you are not assured that it will be issued by the USPTO.  Lisa is a single parent and has had to absorb all of these fees into her personal budget with the hope that one day all of the work will pay off.  In comes H.R. 2795, a bill that has the potential to turn the U.S. patent system upside down. 

In the case of Brothers' patents, tens of thousands of Americans stand to benefit from her medical techniques each year.   In fact, it is estimated that more than 95% of all patients who undergo surgery or have lacerations from injuries could benefit from her technique, which eliminates the need for stitches or sutures.  The overall result will be decreased pain, decreased risk of post operative infection, and minimized surgical scarring.  H.R. 2795, not only impacts independent inventors like Brothers, but ultimately impacts all Americans who stand to benefit from their inventions.

"The parts of the bill that are most damaging to my personal fight are the First to File, 18 Month World Publication, and Post Grant Review," says Brothers.  "If the First to File section of this bill remains then it is whomever gets to the patent office first...wins.  Raising the money for the filing fees is difficult.  This bill will make it legal for an entity to take YOUR idea and submit a patent.  They get there first with check in hand, they win."  The 18 Month World Publication section will expose your technology to the general public worldwide as soon as it is filed with the USPTO.  It is currently confidential.  This will allow entities to pirate and market valuable pieces of technology before the true inventor(s) can commercialize their innovation.  "The Post Grand Review is the most frightening to me personally.  The large corporations will be able to launch challenges to a small time inventor's patent after it has been issued, regardless of their merit.  And the review process could be indefinite."  With the reality that everything she has worked for can be affected by this bill, Lisa is heading to Washington at her own expense to ensure that the legislators see the personal side of this bill.  "I realize that this is all big business, but where would big business be without all of the innovations of the little guy?" 
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